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County-Level 3rd Grade 
Reading Results 
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Ethnicity, Poverty, and Home 
Language 
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Percent of Students with Home Language other than English 



8% 9% 

3% 

7% 

28% 
30% 

12% 

25% 

58% 56% 

64% 
60% 

6% 5% 

22% 

8% 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Spanish - Not

Economically

Disadvantaged

Spanish - Economically

Disadvantaged

English - Not

Economically

Disadvantaged

English - Economically

Disadvantaged

Falls Far Below

Approaches

Meets

Exceeds



 Frequently Asked Questions 
◦ Who are the worst performing 

schools so that resources can 
be directed to them? 

◦ Which schools are beating the 
odds and outperforming their 
peers? 
 

 Conclusions for the Council 
◦ There are not schools who can 

easily be pointed to. The 
achievement gaps appear at 
almost all schools in each of 
the counties. 
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4th Grade Results 
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What does this all mean for 
the Council? 



 Students who start out at a disadvantage do 
not catch up to their peers by 3rd grade. 

 Students who do not pass in 3rd grade do not 
pass in 4th grade. 

 In order to reach the 94% passing goal, 
achievement gaps in all demographic groups 
and counties need to be addressed. 

 

 What would address these systematic gaps in 
3rd grade reading achievement? 



Selected Counties and 
Demographics 
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Pima County - Achievement Gap by School  

(Ordered by Descending Percent of Economically Disadvantaged 

Students - >75%) 
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